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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. ELLMERS).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 13, 2011.

I hereby appoint the Honorable RENEE L.
ELLMERS to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

JOHN A. BOEHNER,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes each, but in no event shall
debate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

——————

STOP PLAYING POLITICAL GAMES
WITH SOCIAL SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. KuciNICH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, 3
months ago, 276 experts on Social Secu-
rity, the Federal budget or the econ-
omy wrote to President Obama ‘‘to cor-
rect a commonly held misconception
that Social Security somehow contrib-
utes to the Federal Government’s def-
icit.”

Despite the fact that Social Security
has a $2.6 trillion surplus and can pay
100 percent of its benefits through 2037

without any cuts or tax increases,
President Obama declared yesterday
that Social Security checks may not
go out after August 2, presumably un-
less there is a deal on the Federal def-
icit, which has nothing to do with So-
cial Security.

According to today’s Washington
Post, 15 years ago, Congress passed
laws which stated Social Security did
not count against the debt limit and
gave Treasury clear authority to use
Social Security trust funds to pay ben-
efits and administration expenses in
the event a debt ceiling is reached.

A fake Social Security crisis will do
nothing to solve a real debt crisis, will
undermine the public’s faith in govern-
ment, and will create unnecessary anx-
iety among our elderly. Stop playing
political games with Social Security.

————

THE WILL TO GET AMERICAN
JOBS MOVING AGAIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. DENHAM) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DENHAM. Madam Speaker, with
the June national unemployment rate
at 9.2 percent and with consistent dou-
ble-digit unemployment in my district,
we must get Americans back to work.
June marks 29 consecutive months in
which we’ve had unemployment at or
above 8 percent, averaging 9.5 percent
during that time. TUnemployment
hasn’t been above 8 percent for that
length of time since the Great Depres-
sion.

We’ve got to start utilizing the poli-
cies that will get Americans back to
work. We need to make sure that we
are reducing the regulations and are
having the economic policies that get
Americans willing to take the risk: the
risk to go out and borrow money to
start a business, willing to take the
risk to not only hire employees but to
actually make sure that they’re willing
to have that long-term employment,

making sure that they’ve got the
promise to those employees that
they’re going to be able to continue on
those jobs. We’ve got to give Ameri-
cans the opportunity to take that
great risk in our economy.

We also need to unleash the strength
of our Nation by utilizing our natural
resources. The greatest opportunity we
have as a Nation to get Americans
back to work is by utilizing our own
natural resources. In my area, where
we’ve got double-digit unemployment,
we’ve got a water shortage that causes
our agriculture to leave land fallow,
leaving thousands unemployed. By get-
ting the water flowing again, we will
not only get agriculture moving again
but the local economies as well.

The mountain areas with timber, if
we don’t use the natural resources that
we have in our forests, if we don’t man-
age our timber harvesting plans, not
only will we see the lack of employ-
ment opportunities, but we’ll see dev-
astation and we’ll see fires, because the
forests will manage themselves if we
don’t manage the forests for them.

We need to make sure that we’re
looking across the Nation at our oil re-
serves. Between our oil, our natural
gas, our oil shale reserves, we have the
largest resources in the world. We've
just got to be willing to tap into them.
We need to shorten the time on per-
mits. We need to reduce the regula-
tions so we can actually go in and get
the oil so that we’re not dependent on
other nations.

These aren’t Republican jobs. These
aren’t Democrat jobs. These are Amer-
ican jobs for which we’ve got to be will-
ing to go out and stand strong on cut-
ting the regulation, on getting the
right economic policies, on getting the
permits moving again so that we can
actually utilize our natural gas, utilize
our oil, utilize our oil shale so that
we’re not relying on other nations, uti-
lize our timber harvesting plans so
that we don’t see the devastation when
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